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thletes juggle 
sports and social 
club inductions 
"Weather is something we all experience, one of life's 
great unifiers you could say. When in need of a topic 
with a stranger, bring up the weather ••. " 
Aerial Whiting takes on the famous 
romance novelist Nicholas Sparks 
and his latest love story. However, 
Aerial's not feeling the love for it. 
SEE Page l b John Shrable breaks the ice with weather talk. SEE Page 3 SEE Page 4b 
Dr. David Burks announces retirement for next year 
Harding's president will move on to chancellor position at the end of spring 2013 
by J.M. ADKISON 
editor-in-chief 
During this year's Homecoming weekend, on Friday, Oct. 
28, Dr. David B. Burks announced he will retire as president 
of Harding University and gave his formal notice to the 
university's Board ofTrustees at their semiannual meeting. 
Burks, who has served as Harding's president for 24 
years, is the univetsity's fourth president in the 87 years of 
Harding's history. He will officially retire after the spring 
semester of 2013. 
"The plan has always been for me to retire at the end 
of the 2012-2013 year," Burks said. "I was originally sup-
posed to make the announcement this coming May, but I 
wanted to give the Board sufficient time to start searching 
for the next president. The Board has always known about 
the announcement, but with everyone aware of my plans 
now, they can start the search earlier." 
Deans encourage 
students to form 
new social clubs 
by AMANDA 
PRIDDY 
guest writer 
Among the long hours 
and diligent work of deans 
and club members alike to 
make this year's club week 
a success, some students are 
looking to charter new clubs 
as a part of the social club 
overhaul. 
"The larger clubs are at 
capacity," said Kara Abston, 
assistant dean of student life. 
"Hopefully, new clubs will be 
chartered and we continue 
to grow." 
After club week, Abston 
said they plan to reach out 
to students who did not find 
what they were looking for 
in the club process. She also 
said upperclassmen have 
already expressed a desire 
to take on this challenge of 
starting new clubs. 
This summer the Student 
Association president, senior 
Bruce McMullen, was ap-
proached about creating a 
new club. 
"I spent some time talking 
with the deans about club 
week and how it's going to 
be different, and we spoke 
of the lack of clubs and how 
kids get left out," McMullen 
said. "We decided new clubs 
for guys and girls need to be 
started." 
McMullen said he hopes 
that new clubs can provide 
more opportunities to more 
students still looking to join 
social clubs. 
"I think that social clubs 
are an avenue to build rela-
tionships and have go-to 
people ... all just to grow 
closer to God," McMullen 
said. "That's what clubs are: 
an avenue. We don't find our 
identity in clubs." 
McMullen said he would 
have regrets about leaving 
his current club, Sub-T 16. 
"The only reason I would 1 
start a new club is for other I 
kids," M cMullen said. "I 
would want to try and create 
an opportunity for them, but 
that would come at a huge 
cost. I've had opportunities 
in Sub-T and will always be 
a member." 
According to the social 
club handbook, a new club 
must be approved by Feb. 1 
and must have an organization 
of no more than 30 charter 
memberswith lOupperclass-
men who have three semesters 
of club experience. Also, no 
more than one-third of the 
charter members can be 
first-year students without 
club experience. The charter 
members must also find two 
qualified sponsors and submit 
a completed constitution to 
be approved by the Office of 
Student Life. Charter mem-
bers also cannot use National 
G reek Letters to form the 
name of the new club. 
"For any g roup that 
comes and approaches me 
and wants to talk, I will sit 
down and help them with 
their constitution, help them 
with whatever they need 
to do," Abston said. "I am 
willing to hold their hand 
through the process." 
According to the official press statement released by 
Harding Public Relations, the search committee for the 
next president will be led by Dr.John Simmons, chairman 
of the Board ofT rustees, and will consist of six other Board 
members. . 
"The work Dr. Burks does is extraordinary, showing vision 
and faith and a track record of success and excellence," Sim-
mons said in the press release. "His leadership has continued 
the work of his predecessors by expanding the university's 
degree programs, promoting academic rigor and integrity, 
improving the fiscal stability of the university, and developing 
. other initiatives to enhance the Harding experience for her 
students by integrating faith, learning and living." 
Burks said it is too early to tell if the Board will select 
the next president from within or outside of the Harding 
community. 
"For the first part of the selection process, the Board will 
create a framework of what they are looking for in a presi-
dent," Burks said. "Then after that they will set deadlines 
for applications and resumes." 
Once he retires, Burks said he will become chancellor of 
the university and Dr. Clifton L. Ganus, Burks' predecessor 
and current chancellor, will become the chancellor emeritus. 
Burks graduated from Harding as a student in 1966 and 
joined the faculty in 1967, receiving his Ph.D . in 1974 from 
Florida State University. H e became dean of the College of 
Business in 1977 and president in 1987. 
As chancellor, Burks said he will continue to serve the 
school, but in a supportive role for the next president and 
administration, not carrying any of the responsibilities he 
did as president or CEO of the school . 
"I am looking forward to having more flexibility and 
being freed from the day-to-day responsibilities I have as 
the president," Burks said. 
As for what he will miss the most about being Hard-
ing's president, Burks said he will miss interacting with the 
students on a regular basis and being involved in creating 
new programs and new buildings for the school. 
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Above, members of Gamma Sigma Phi put their hands and baby 
powder up in the air as they finish their chant at all-club devo in the 
Ganus Athletic Center Tuesday night, Nov. 2. This year's club week 
has been given a whole different look and feel due to the new social 
club regulations enforced by the administration. For many clubs, the 
changes have not been easy and while opinion on the new induction 
process is mixed, all club members are still able to express club pride 
and unity every night at all-club devo. Check out the Nov. 11 issue of 
the Bison for an in-depth look at the 2011 Club Week. 
Occupy Wall Street inspires protests across nation 
by GINA CIELO 
web editor 
& 
J.M. ADKISON 
editor-in-chief 
A leaderless movement has arisen 
in the United States. It began in Wall 
Street and has moved from the east 
coast to the west coast . It has even 
left American shores. Thousands of 
people are gathering in city parks, 
pitching tents and staying put for 
as long is it takes to get their point 
across. It started on Sept. 17, when 
the Canadian anti-consumerism 
magazine "Adbusters" organized 
an event known as "Occupy Wall 
Street," sending out a press release 
statement on July 13. 
"Our nation, our species and our 
world are in crisis," the press release 
said. "The U.S. has an important role 
to play in the solution, but we can 
no longer afford to let corporate 
greed and corrupt politics set the 
policies of our nation." 
While Adbusters sparked the 
campaign of O ccupy Wall Street, 
it is by no means the leader. There 
is no central leader, mastermind-
ing organization or political party 
holding the reins of Occupy Wall 
Street. It is entirely organized by 
the masses. The movement has been 
criticized for having a lack of focus 
and the absence of specific political 
demands, according to Oct.16 article 
in the New York Times. 
The first protests began in Zuccotti 
Park in New York City's financial 
district, with people pitching tents 
and protesting corporate greed 
and corruption, who they refer to 
as the wealthy "1 percent" and the 
protestors refer to themselves as the 
"99 percent" or as the "O ccupiers." 
According to occupywallst.org, the 
Occupiers' goal is to empower people 
to create real change in society and 
end the domination of the "1 percent" 
over the government. 
"Americans have always feared 
what they think of as 'unchecked' 
power," said Kevin Klein, associate 
professor and chair of H arding's 
history department. "OWS group 
seems to believe a handful of people 
have too much wealth and influence 
over society. " 
Since O ccupy W all Street has 
gotten notice and publicity, more 
"Occupation s" are popping up 
in major cities across the nation, 
including Little Rock. 
According to th e A rkansas 
T imes website, Occupy Little Rock 
began on Oct. 12 at the Riverfront 
Park amphitheater near the River 
M arket area in the downtown area. 
According to Arkansas News, the 
group marched through downtown 
Little Rock with 400 people chant-
ing and holding up signs in protest 
of corporate greed. 
"The people who are Occupying 
do not expect the rich to hand any-
one anything," said Jared Abelson, 
a former H arding studen t who 
was involved in Occupy Nashville. 
"What the 99 percent are protesting 
engulfs a lot more than just student 
loans .. . These people are not lazy. 
M any of us do indeed have jobs 
(some more than one) . We seek 
to call attention to the rampant 
greed and corruption that has been 
going on in this country for a very 
long time." 
While the Occupiers continually 
strive for peaceful protest, conflict 
between Occupiers and the police 
has resulted in some of the other 
"Occupations" across the country. In 
Occupy Oakland, city officials had 
ordered protestors to vacate their 
encampment at Frank Ogawa Plaza 
. and when Occupiers refused, the 
police tried to force them out with 
tear gas, according to a Huffington 
Post article. Occupiers retaliated by 
throwing bottles and rocks. 
"At this point, the occupation 
has no intentions of ceasing their 
peaceful protests," Abelson said. 
"They will not leave their locations, 
even as police and politicians evict 
them and arrest them." 
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Business majors integrate faith, 
career at second symposium 
Obama recalls 
troops· from Iraq 
by HAZEL 
HALLIBURTON 
asst. copy editor 
On Friday, Oct. 28, 
Harding University's busi-
ness department hosted 
its second annual Faith 
and Business Symposium 
in the Mabee Business 
Building. The symposium 
serves as a special day 
that the department sets 
aside for its students to 
listen to and learn from 
speakers who have and 
are currently working in 
the business field. 
Throughout the day 
students were able to choose 
from 14 different speakers 
and 19 lectures covering 
various topics concerning 
business and four different 
panel discussions, which 
helped prepare students for 
the work field .. Opened to 
the public, but specifically 
designed for business majors, 
the department canceled 
all business classes and in 
return required depart-
ment students to attend 
the symposium. 
"The outreach of our 
mission is faith," said Bryan 
Burks, dean of the College 
ofBusiness Administration. 
"We put 'faith' first in 'Faith 
and Business Symposium,' 
because that's the main 
focus: how to be a Christian 
in the work place." 
Burks said the purpose 
of the symposium was to 
engage students in learning 
how to prepare for their 
future careers as Christians 
in a non-Christian world 
and to allow students to 
hear from alumni and other 
people besides the faculty. 
He said the symposium 
The people 
around us may 
not reflect the 
same Chris-
tian values 
that we have 
grown up with. 
It may not 
be as ethical 
as we would 
want it to be. 
-Botham Jeari, 
freshman 
also serves as a good op-
portunity for the students 
to network. 
Botham Jean, freshman 
accounting major, said 
he greatly benefited from 
attending the Faith and 
Business Symposium and 
that he thought it helped 
him learn more about his 
career and how to deal 
with future situations that 
might arise with being a 
Christian in the business 
world. 
"The people around us 
may not reflect the same 
Christian values that we 
have grown up with," Jean 
said. "It may not be as 
ethical as we would want 
it to be." 
Along with the sym-
posium, the business de-
partment hosted a donor 
recognition ceremony for 
those who helped support 
the renovation of the Mabee 
Business Building. The 
ceremony was held in the 
business lobby and allowed 
visitors to tour the building 
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Dr. Neal Johnson, professor of business and 
management at Hope International University, 
speaks at the Faith and Business Symposium 
Oct. 28 in the Mabee building. 
to look at the changes that 
had been made and also to 
look at the plaques that had 
been placed throughout the 
building in front of class-
rooms that displayed the 
names of various donors. 
Burks said that with the 
symposium's being on the 
Friday of Homecoming 
weekend, they felt that it was 
appropriate to take time to 
recognize those who made 
the new building changes 
possible especially with all 
of the visitors who were on 
campus for Homecoming. 
The official dedication 
and renaming of the Mabee 
Building will take place on 
Thursday, Nov. 10. 
The official dedication 
will be a more formal 
ceremony and mainly fo-
cus on the Carter family, 
whom the Paul R. Carter 
College of Business and 
Administration will be 
named after. 
The ceremony will be 
held outdoors and will 
feature numerous speakers 
including President David 
B. Burks. 
by LAUREN BUCHER 
news editor 
President Barack Obama 
announced Friday, Oct. 21, that 
virtually all the troops will be 
withdrawn from Iraq by the 
end of the year, fulfilling one 
of the tenets of his campaign 
for office and ending an almost 
nine-year war. 
"I feel that the act ofleaving 
Iraq was a smart choice, but I 
know from what I have read 
that a lot of soldiers feel like 
they haven't won this war," 
said freshman Joe Chavez, 
who is going into the Marines. 
"Leaving like this makes them 
feel, 'Why did my best friend 
die, and what for?' since they 
didn't accomplish what they 
wanted to do." 
There are approximately 
41,000 U.S. troops currently 
stationed in Iraq, according to 
an article in The Huffington 
Post. Four to 5,000 security 
contractors will remain at their 
respective posts in the country. 
"Counterinsurgency efforts 
typically take about six to 10 
years before they fully resolve 
- that's even when they are 
successful ... so the timing of 
it [the troop withdrawal] is 
not unusual," said Dr. Kevin 
Klein, associate professor of 
history and chairman of the 
Department of History and 
Social Science. "But of course 
any operation like this is very 
much a gamble, because you 
are assuming the government 
is now stable enough that you 
don't want to forfeit everything 
that you have gained or the 
sacrifices you have made as far 
as the credibility of the nation." 
The war in Iraq, which 
began in March of 2003, and 
continuing occupation of the 
country has been controversial. 
"It's clear that the American 
image has been negatively af-
fected due·to involvement in the 
Middle East," senior Mallory 
Sharp said. "It's also incredibly 
striking how much money the 
U.S. puts toward military expen-
ditures. I think that real healing 
for the American economy can 
begin now that the troops are 
leaving Iraq." 
But complete, sudden re-
moval of troops is somewhat 
historically unique according 
to Klein. There is no event in 
American history comparable to 
this type of withdrawal, making 
it especially difficult to predict 
the outcome. 
"Our history has been very 
gradual in removal of troops," 
Klein said. "This is different in 
that you are having complete 
withdrawal. A complete with-
drawal is unusual." 
The ending of the war is 
something that Obama cam-
paigned on. 
"A lot of people think that 
presidents are going to have 
a radically different foreign 
policy even if they campaigned 
on it, but history shows that 
most presidents tend to carry 
out the foreign policy of their 
predecessor even if it's a different 
philosophy because they have 
staked American credibility on 
it," Klein said. "It's kind of like 
a company with a new CEO 
having to honor old contracts." 
Despite the troop recall, 
Chavez said he still plans to 
join the Marines. 
"The end of the Iraq war will 
not affect my future in anyway 
shape or form," Chavez said. 
"There will always be battles 
to be fought somewhere in the 
world, and if I'm called to go 
then I will proudly pack my 
things and do what I have to do." 
Models to 'Walk Greek life throwback 
this Way'at show 
by WHITNEY DIXON 
editorial asst. 
Harding's fashion merchan-
dising program will presenting 
"Walk This Way," a fashion 
show, on Nov. 29 at 7 p.m., 
in Cone Chapel. 
Putting on a fashion show 
has been a dream for fashion 
merchandising students for 
some time now. Senior Christa 
Smith said she has wanted the 
program to present a show sinc.e 
her freshman year. However, 
it was her experiences this 
summer that really sparked 
her interest further. 
"I worked with Little Rock 
Fashion Week this summer, 
and after seeing that, it got 
me excited about fashion in 
general," Smith aid. ''After 
thinking about it over the 
summer, I got to thinking, 
'I really want us to do this."' 
Smith said that the first 
day of school she discussed the 
possibility of a show with her 
adviser, instructor of fashion 
Rebecca Boaz. Smith said 
Boaz referred her to some 
other students who also had 
interest in a fashion show and 
from there the fashion show 
has been a student-led venture. 
Proceeds will go toward 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, 
(ALS) research in honor of 
Nancy Chandler, mother of 
Harding junior Anna Grace 
Chandler. ALS, also known 
as Lou Gehrig's disease, is 
a disease of the nerve cells 
in the brain and spinal cord 
that control voluntary muscle 
movement. The original intent 
for the fashion show was to 
bring recognition to the fashion 
merchandising program, but 
senior Whitney Chambers 
said that as early as the first 
planning meeting, those 
involved knew they wanted 
a cause as well. 
"It's better for a cause," 
• 
Chambers said. "I think if 
you're going to do anything 
you should do it for a reason 
that's going to honor God." 
The fashion merchandis-
ing program falls within the 
family and consumer sciences 
department and includes a 
mix of business and fashion 
classes as part of the curriculum. 
Students from the program 
have rec.eived internships from 
companies like 0 Magazine 
and Nordstrom's. 
"There have been very 
successful people,"Smith said. 
"Companies actually send our 
teachers information saying, 
'We want to interview some 
people.' So they know about 
our program." 
The fashion show itself will 
be presented as two minishows. 
The first will include clothing 
from local stores in Searcy, such 
as Maurice's, Blackbird and 
Salon Bliss Boutique. Each 
store will show three to four 
outfits. The second half of the 
program will showcase cloth-
ing by fashion merchandising 
students. In the advanced 
apparel class, students create 
their own fashion line and 
actually construct fashion 
pieces. These clothes will be 
modeled during the show. 
Freshmen and sophomores 
who have not~ttaken advanced 
apparel will also have a part 
in the show. These students 
will present a "Dress for Less" 
section, in which they present 
outfits they have created on a 
budget. These outfits will be 
created solely from clothes 
found in local consignment 
shops. All clothes in the show 
will be modeled by Harding 
students. 
This is the first fashion 
show that the program has 
presented. Tickets for the show 
will be $5 and will be sold in 
the student center. For more 
information, follow their Twit-
ter account@hufashionshow. 
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Senior Amy Morris eats Nutella at "tea time," a tradition from Harding University Greece, at 
the Rialto Saturday, Oct. 29, to watch the HUG documentary premiere. The owners temporar-
ily removed the seats in the middle of the theater to make room for students who visited HUG 
in the spring or summer. 
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At the Bison, it is our goal 
to serve the Harding Uni-
versity student body with 
integrity, truth and open 
ears. However, we believe 
that meeting that goal is 
a two-way street between 
our staff and the public it 
serves. 
We pledge to keep our 
eyes and ears open to 
what our community has 
to say and hope that, in 
return, that community 
will be an interactive audi-
ence, sharing its stories 
with us. We also pledge 
to do the basics: report 
accurate and relevant 
information, check our 
facts, and share them in 
a professional, integrable 
manner. 
If you have any story ideas, 
questions, comments or 
concerns for the Bison staff, 
please e-mail John Mark 
Adkison, the editor-in-chief, at 
jadkiso1@harding.edu 
"The Bison (USPS 577-660) is 
published weekly (except vaca-
tions, exams and summer ses-
sions), 18 issues per year, by Hard-
ing University. Periodicals postage 
paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. 
POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Bison, Harding 
University 11192, SEARCY AR 
72149-0001" 
.. 
Verbatim 
"Before, we blamed everything on Gaddafi. Now 
we can only blame ourselves." 
-ABDELAZIZ MASSOUD, an engineer from Libya's largest 
tribe, acknowledging the country's regional and tribal rival-
ries in the wake of dictator Muammar Gaddafi's capture and 
"We are telling the world and our child that his 
or her life is a precious work of art." 
-MARNI KOTAK, a performance artist, before giving birth to a 
boy at a Brooklyn art gallery in front of a small group of people 
Qiotes taken from TIME Magazine and the Associated Press 
Guest 
Space 
demographic of our fine 
chool is sadly being ne-
lected. Although almost 
everyone loves-' and adores them, no 
one is giving much thought to their 
well-being. One of the very first groups 
ever to call our campus home, they 
are still ignored, deprived and even 
abused. I just cannot believe that 
they are not getting the respect they 
deserve. Something must be done 
to help these mistreated creatures. 
Who are these sad little guys? 
The squirrels. 
These cute and cuddly rodents 
have brought countless hours of 
joy to all of us. Yet we continue to 
treat them as second-class citizens. 
Lately, a sizable number of brown 
fuzzy pancakes have been littering 
our school grounds. Their tattered 
bodies lie squashed and decaying. 
Just in the last week I have counted 
three squirrel corpses. I know if I 
counted three in just a week, there 
have to be so many more unidentified 
mangled bodies out there. If only our 
squirrels could fly like Rocky, then 
they would not end up as road kill. 
No one wants to take a life. It 
is not as though people are trying 
to kill the squirrels, but sometimes 
it is just unavoidable. I have had 
many near misses in the past, and 
Road Rash 
Just in the last 
week I have 
counted three 
squirrel corpses. 
I know if I counted 
three in just a 
week, there have 
to be so many 
more unidentified 
mangled bodies 
out there. 
I regrettably have struck one of our 
hairy little friends. I felt terrible for a 
while, but with the number of fluffy 
projectiles darting across the roads, 
it was bound to happen. They are 
fearless animals, even daredevils. 
Admittedly, there is a problem. 
We need to not stand idly by and 
pretend there is nothing wrong 
with this picture. Sometimes it 
just takes talking about an issue to 
find the solution. I have some ideas 
that can get us thinking about what 
could be done to protect our fuzzy 
friends' lives. 
A squirrel crossing would provide 
a way for our four-legged friends to 
get around safely. It will be difficult 
to train them to stick to their paths, 
but with some kind of reward system 
in place it would not be impossible. 
Maybe Harding Academy tots could 
be hired as crossing guards. 
W ith such a large campus we 
need a lot of electricity, and what 
better source of that electricity than 
squirrel power? If we could harness 
the energy of the squirrels, it would 
solve multiple problems. With wheels 
for the squirrels to run on, they would 
be getting plenty of exercise, and 
in the process be saving Harding 
money. This solution would also 
keep them safe and off the streets. 
Better yet, they could also produce 
much-needed electricity for the 
Christmas lights. 
The Squirrel Protection Agency, 
or SPA, is a group on Facebook 
that has been around for several 
years. Its goal is to better educate 
people about squirrels and to help 
protect their rights. If it were made 
mandatory by Harding that we had 
to join, we would better understand 
the squirrels. We need to be able to 
connect with them so we can better 
coexist. Like the squirrels. 
"Planet of the Squirrels," coming 
spring 2020. If we continue on this 
same path, the squirrels may get so 
fed up with our oppression that 
they take over. Our new board of 
trustees will be Alvin, Simon and 
Theodore. Instead of going to the 
cafeteria we will be digging in the 
front lawn for our lunch. C hapel 
will be a little harder to understand 
with Sandy Cheeks and Scrat the 
sabertooth squirrel leading it. Not 
to mention the dress code will be 
awkward. 
If we do not act soon, I'm afraid 
things are going to get pretty nutty 
around here. 
KERRY WYGAL is a guest 
contributor for the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
kwygal@harding.edu. 
As For The Weather 
0 pinions, they are what they are. They are neither 
factual nor compliant 
with the unbiased nature that is 
supposed to be news. Yet opinion 
anchors have almost monopolized 
every hour of your newscast on 
CNN, Fox News or MSNBC. So 
one could say, opinion is actually 
quite newsworthy based on these 
precedents, and what topic is there 
that more people have opinions 
on than the weather? 
Weather is something we all 
experience, one of life's great unifiers 
you could say. When in need of a 
topic with a stranger, bring up the 
weather, it always works and guess 
what, you are guaranteed a strong 
opinion. Northerners will pester 
their southern friends, when they 
whine about the cold, about their 
apparent lack of inborn insulation, 
which must increase the farther 
north one is born. On the other 
hand, those individuals we all 
know from Texas find it necessary 
to share about the current weather 
conditions in their homeland. 
Non-Texan H arding student: 
"Man it is freezing out there, and 
that rain makes it so much worse." 
Texan Harding student: "Ah 
yeah, its apparently mild and sunny 
john shrable 
Guest 
Space 
in Texas right now, we should just 
move Harding there." 
Then th ere are those more 
serious weather moments, such as 
hurricanes, tornadoes, ice storms 
and when it rains everyday on 
your Florida vacation. At those 
times the weather becomes do or 
die, it becomes your world and 
dictates your plans for the rest 
of the day. Its weather's way of 
saying "stop using me as a filler 
in your awkward conversations," 
and an excuse politicians can use 
when addressing global warming. 
If you don't talk about it, it wont 
hurt you. 
To the contrary, over the years 
I have grown quite accustomed to 
talking about the weather. From 
those awkward silences that just 
must be filled with statements of 
the obvious conditions outside, 
to my outstanding knowledge 
of specific weather phenomena I 
would use to impress my parents as 
a young child, it has all culminated 
in me being able to share my joy 
on TV- 16 news as your campus 
weatherman. 
Presenting weather in the news 
is the ultimate in being biased, 
rain will not be offended if you 
tell your viewers to stay inside and 
avoid it. But weather is also quite 
one-dimensional. Though we do 
all h ave our different opinions, 
you would be hard- pressed to 
find two individuals locked in a 
great weather debate. Thus, it is 
really something that should not 
be addressed outside the introduc-
tory conversation between two 
strangers, or an informative daily 
weather update. But then there are 
people like me, who write opinion 
columns about it, because they 
love it, amidst knowing this may 
be the most boring and pointless 
opinion column any of you have 
ever read. 
JOHN SHRABLE is a guest 
contributor for the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
jshrable@harding.edu. 
nicole sophia sullenger 
Faux-
tography 
Every genera t ion goes through fads. People of 
one generation all want to 
be musicians. People of another 
generation all want to be artists. 
Well our generation ... we want 
to be photographers. Not only do 
we want to be photographers, but 
we think we are photographers. 
Am I a fan of this fad? Not in 
the least. 
The moment that one girl buys 
herself a "nice" camera {although 
she's never owned one before), she 
thinks she's instantly the world's 
best photographer. Wrong. Now 
I'm not claiming to be much bet-
ter than she is; I know I'm not a 
photographer. I do, however, have 
an artistic eye - I can tell you who 
shouldn't be calling himself or herself 
a photographer. For that reason, 
I've compiled a "there's your sign" 
list to help us all out. No one wants 
to look at painfully failed artistic · 
photos, {but if you do, check out 
youarenotaphotographer.com) and 
you don't want to be the person 
taking them either. With these few · 
little tips, I think we can cleanse . 
the world of fauxtography. 
To start things off .. . if you tilt · 
your camera about 20 degrees when 
snapping a portrait shot, you are not 
a photographer. Tilting the camera 
does not make the picture artistic; 
it makes it an unbalanced, crooked 
photo with people who are so far 
leaned over they are defying gravity. 
Also, if you own a Mac and edit 
your pictures solely using iPhoto's 
automatic settings, you probably 
shouldn't be charging people for 
your services. The second I see 
a rounded or darkened edge, a 
blurred comer or a grossly sepia-
toned flower picture, I cringe. If 
your picture needed any of those 
effects to make it look 0 K, then you 
should have just taken a new one. 
Next on my list: If you start a 
company page on Facebook and 
put something in your descrip-
tion to the effect of"I just like to 
capture the little things people 
miss," I know you are an amateur 
and that no one should consider 
you and your camera a company. 
Yes, I know you hope to grow as a 
photographer; but I also saw the 
15 blurry pictures you put in that 
one kid's senior picture album. If 
you have such few quality pictures 
that you have to put the blurry ones 
on display, that's really not a good 
sign. They are senior pictures for 
goodness' sake, if the tree in the 
background is more in focus than 
his face . .. what's the point of the 
picture? 
Another thing that just irks 
me is over-editing. Bumping up 
the brightness and contrast like 
nobody's business does not make 
your picture look artsy. It makes 
your picture look ridiculous. Levels, 
people. Play around with the levels · 
and the curves, and do it within 
reason. When the contrast is so 
high that you can't see anything 
on her face but her dark-contrasted · 
mascara, you overdid it. When I see 
a grainy picture that is super yellow/ · 
red/green,I am sad because I know 
that before the editing beast came . 
alive, that picture was probably, well 
maybe, decent. 
Now for a few other small notes. 
Please do not use Picnik to put 
the words "don't" and "believing" 
around the word "stop" on a street . 
sign. Actually, don't use Picnik to • 
put words on any pictures at all. Oh 
and as for nature. Yes, it's pretty and 
yes, your shot of that tree is nice · 
enough I guess, hut if trees and : 
flowers are all your shots, I just 
cannot take you seriously. 
So there you have it. A simple 
cheat sheet of things photogra-
phers shouldn't do. I realize that 
there are exceptions to all of my 
rules and that a great photogra-
pher could challenge each of these 
things with an exceptional shot. 
The truth of the matter is, though, 
I can almost guarantee that that 
great photographer I speak of is 
definitely not you. 
NICOLE SOPHIA 
SULLENGER is the opinions 
editor for the Bison. She 
may be contacted at 
nsulleng@harding.edu. 
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j.m. adkison 
If I 
Ruled 
The 
World 
What's In a 
Name? 
I fl ruled the world, people would be known by who they are and 
what they could be, not what 
they have been. To clarify, people 
would not be defined by their 
struggles, disabilities or past deeds. 
Instead we should call people by 
their names, not their labels. 
I spent my middle school years 
in three different schools, moving 
from Ohio to Michigan to Maine in 
between sixth and eighth grade, and 
I was constantly known as the "New 
Kid." For most of middle school 
and a great deal of high school, I 
felt like I had "New Kid" tattooed 
on my forehead. I could have been 
called much worse, but it would have 
been nice to have been known by 
my real name, John Mark, rather 
than "New Kid."When I was born, 
it wasn't like my parents said, "Oh 
hey, here's the New Kid. What a 
strong name." They were a little 
more creative than that. 
Many have heard of the "Spread 
the Word to End the W ord" cam-
paign, a movement to end the use of 
the term "retarded" as a derogatory 
name for people with disabilities. 
This campaign is a powerful example 
of people trying to keep individuals 
from being labeled by their dis-
abilities and setbacks. It is their 
and others' mission to put people 
before their traits. They are more 
than just "mentally handicapped." 
They have a name, so learn it and 
call them by it. 
Several weeks ago, Vice President 
for Spiritual Life Bruce M cL arty 
gave a great chapel lesson on the 
subject of names and how names 
hold a power over whq we are and 
what we can become. He used 
the specific example of the man 
who was possessed by Legion, 
a host of countless demons that 
h ad tormented him into a mad 
person living in caves and cutting 
his own body. 
Then Jesus came and freed him 
from his tormentors, restoring his 
sanity and humanity. The man 
became a living testimony to the 
redemptive and restorative power 
of} esus, but unfortunately, we will 
never know his real name. The 
publishers of our Bibles usually 
label this section of the Gospel as 
"The G erasene D emoniac" or the 
"D emon-possessed M an," and so 
that is what he has become known 
as among Christians. 
I wish the Bible had given his 
name, because then we could learn 
it and call him by it. Even though 
he overcame his struggle, even 
though he was redeemed into a 
new person by Christ and was no 
longer demon possessed, we still 
call him the demon-possessed man. 
Thanks to the bold labels in our 
Bibles that separate the different 
sections, several characters who were 
healed and redeemed by Jesus-we 
are simply not given their names 
and so we have named them by the 
traits they have when we first read 
of them. I am not trying to criticize 
the publishers of our Bibles because 
sometimes there is nothing else to 
know these ch aracters by. But this 
idea of labeling people by their 
struggles instead of their names 
carries over into our everyday lives. 
How often have you called girl 
with the eating disorder the "anorexic 
girl"? H ow often have you called 
the boywith the high-pitched voice 
and stylish fashion sense the "gay 
guy"? How often have you called 
the teenager looking for love in all 
the wrong places the "slut"? H ow 
often do you pass judgment on 
those you pass in the hall, m eet in 
class or hear about through gossip 
and instantly slap a label on them 
based on their sins, struggles or 
your own assumptions about their 
character? 
Names are powerful; they desaibe 
and define us. People should not 
be defined by their struggles; it is 
not what m akes them a person. 
Everyone has a name, so learn it 
and call them by it. 
J.M. ADKISON is the editor-
in-chief for the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
jadkiso 1@harding.edu. 
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Small Comforts in a Frigid World 
Guest 
Space 
T here are three things that delight me - four that 
bring me joy: the embrace 
of friends at an airport terminal, 
the soft touch of vapor escaping 
from a cup of hot cocoa, the voice 
of a mother reading to her children 
and the invigorating pungency of 
a well-spiced kabob. 
Imagine a 
Searcy with 
more street 
food, more 
cafes, more 
places to linger 
and breath in 
the complexities 
of human life -
small comforts 
in a frigid world. 
salt. Give me MSG, even, but give 
me flavor. I should have made it clear 
that I was no lily-white amateur. 
A few days ago, walking down-
town, I caught a whiff of some 
especially sharp truck exhaust, and 
memories burst into scenes of a huge 
city far away. Searcy has its perks, 
it has its fresh air and Spider-Man 
snow cones, but it doesn't quite have 
the character of a grimy Chinese 
metropolis littered with sketchy-
but-sweet kabob stands. 
If you should sp end time in· 
the O rient someday, take care to 
avoid taxis, make uncomplicated 
plans and sample the food on the 
street. Thousands of Uyghur men 
and women spend their entire days 
over h ot grills on the sidewalk, 
especially in the winter time, set-
ting off bombs of mouth-watering 
fragrances, skewering lamb and beef 
imbued with cumin, peppercorns 
and other herbs and oils unknown 
to the Paula D een zombies of the 
W est. The best grills sport racks 
of sliced potatoes and lotus root, 
Daikon radish and whole spinach 
leaves, mushrooms, tomatoes, toasted 
buns and sometimes even squid. 
the grillers will cut your wrist if 
you don't pay right away, but I say 
"Bah!" Certainly, you'll meet the 
occasional crook, you'll have to pay 
a stupid amount for pomegranate 
juice, but most Uyghur kabobbers 
I met were fiercely open-hearted 
and kind. My Chinese friends 
sometimes looked on them with 
suspicion, but crossing barriers of 
culture and class is part of the magic. 
There is no class as far as meat on 
a stick is concerned. 
It's a nice fantasy: Could Searcy 
ever have a kabob stand? W ill I ever 
again experience the hospitality 
and warmth of one of those dingy 
old grills? Imagine a Searcy, an 
American South, that did more than 
just hype its friendliness. Imagine 
a Searcy with more street food, 
more cafes, more places to linger 
and breathe in the complexities of 
human life - small comforts in a 
frigid world. 
Is one of these things not quite 
like the others? Currier and Ives 
haven't sold any Middle Eastern 
greeting cards (as far as I know). 
Norman Rockwell never painted 
the freedom to gnaw lamb on a 
stick. But kabobs are part of my 
winter experience. Only briefly 
have I enjoyed them, but their 
legacy holds. 
involving grilled or roasted meat. 
A t Ali Baba Grocery & Restaurant 
on South University in Little Rock, 
a "kabob" is S!!rved in-small pieces 
on bread with a bean salad and tart 
green olives on the side. D epend-
ing on the customer's request, the 
spices vary, but if you allow the 
servers to assume what you want, 
you may be treated with very light, 
cautious flavoring. 
DENNIS MCCARTY is 
The word "kabob" (sometimes 
spelled "kebab") may indicate any 
number of things, most of them 
I applaud their consideration for 
American milquetoast, but this is 
not for me. Give me spice. Give me 
The posh kids who wouldn't 
dare eat at these kiosks claim that 
a guest contributor for 
the Bison. He may be 
contacted at dnmccarty@ 
harding.edu 
Toys Toys Toys Toys Down in My Heart 
T h ere are four ways you can know that the Christmas season is upon 
us these days. First, the calendar 
switches from July to August. Second, the 
illuminated Harding campus becomes vis-
ible from Jupiter. Third, the Little D ebbie 
C herry Cordials snack cakes go on sale, 
and at least one person in America get s 
excited . And most important of all, the 
Toys "R" U s holiday catalog arrives in 
Sunday's paper. 
Looking through the 80 -page insert 
last weekend (with its slightly irreverent 
logo, "Toys to the W o rld"), I couldn't 
help rewinding my brain to 1978. At age 
6, there were only three things I looked 
forward to in life: hot oatmeal, the next 
"S t ar W ars" movie and the Sears Wish 
Book. W e h ad a neighbor who worked for 
the famous retail giant, and every year in 
late November, he would quietly put an 
advance copy of that massive Ch ristmas 
catalog in our mailbox. 
A thousand full- color pages of toys, and 
I h ad it before anyone else. This made me 
the most popular kid on Amalfi Drive. It 
was a sh ort street, so it didn't take much . 
Young people who have grown up with 
the Internet m ay have trouble understand-
ing the cosmic annual event that was t he 
Arrival of the Wish book Edition (or AWE 
for short). While Saturday morning com-
mercials provided some tantalizing glimpses 
of the wonders available each Ch ristmas 
season, no kid could fully claim that he 
had seen the Promised Land before eyeing 
the riches inside that 4-pound tom e. Only 
after memorizing the Sears Wish Book 
each year did I realize the full scope of toys 
that I could ask for. M y mantra afterward: 
"I am greed . H ear me roar." 
Picture after glossy picture of board 
gam es, Lego sets, action figures, Slinkies, 
michael 
claxton 
guns, swords, sports equipment, super 
heroes, G . I. J oes, stuff for girls (I skipped 
those pages), electronics, disguise kits, Big 
Wheels, bikes, scooters, cars, W eebles and 
enough Star Wars impedimenta to stock 
a galaxy. Looking through th at enticing 
volume, I could picture myself on Christmas 
morning, "plunging into the cornucopia," 
as little Ralphie would put it, "quivering 
with desire and the ecstasy of unbridled 
. " avance. 
The toys in this book shaped our destinies. 
For the budding English teacher, there was 
Speak and Spell. The future electrician had 
Lite Brite ("Makin' things with li- i- ight 
... What a sigh t, makin' things with Lite 
Brite") . For the upcoming traveler and 
karate expert, there was the Kick 'n' Go. 
Junior politicians could ask for the Sit 'n' 
Spin. D estined to be a primatologist? Get a 
M onchichi monkey. It was a glorious book. 
By contrast, I found the flimsy Toys 
"R"Us pamphlet that fell out of Sunday's 
newspaper somewhat lacking in gravitas. 
You can't drop it on the kitchen table with 
a resounding "thud" t o let your parents 
know they had better start saving money. 
You can't dog-ear hundreds of pages while 
m aking that first - draft, go- for - broke 
C hristmas list . And you definitely can't 
put a brown paper cover on it and pretend 
it's your math textbook. Like some people 
did. Other people. 
H owever, it was comfort ing to know 
This made me the 
most popular kid on 
Amalfi Drive. It was 
a short street, so it 
didn't take much. 
that some things haven't changed. On Page 
1 of this year 's Toys "R" Us wish leaflet, I 
found a "Muppet Whatnot Kit," a generic 
puppet complete with assorted wigs, noses 
and eyes. It's the Jim Henson version of 
M r. Potato Head, but it brought back 
memories of that banner year when I got a 
Kermit the Frog toy, a Muppet board game 
and "The M uppet Show Book." I pulled 
that book down from the shelf just now 
and read the inscription: "For Michael, 
Christmas 1978, from Papa." 
And it amazes me that more than 30 
years later, Toys "R"Us still devotes a few 
pages to Star Wars, with a TIE-Fighter 
on the cover. 1978 was also the year I 
racked up on Lucasfilm products, with an 
inflatable, glow-in- the- dark lightsaber, a 
Millennium Falcon ship and a 12 -inch-
tall Darth Vader action figure, complete 
with cloth cape. It 's on the shelf now, too, 
still in the original box. I'm accepting bids 
through next Thursday. 
So what if the new toy catalog is full 
of violent video games, expensive Android 
Smartphones, something called an iPod 
Shuffle and not a single page dedicated to 
Shrinky Dinks? I still th ink I'll dog-ear 
a few sections and slip it under Mom's 
bedroom door, just for old time's sake. 
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest 
contributor for the Bison. He may be 
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu. 
Marshall Hughes 
Inside 
The 
Huddle 
Let the Tide 
roll and the 
Tigers loose 
My plans for Saturday 
night are set and will not 
change for any reason. There 
will be no more "celebration 
week" and definitely no 
studying or writing columns 
on Saturday night. There is 
only one event that is of the 
utmost importance, which 
I am anxiously anticipating 
along with millions of 
others. I'm talking about 
the showdown between LSU 
and Alabama, the top two 
ranked teams in the nation. 
It's billed as "The Game of 
the Century" as each team 
has a perfect season and at 
this point, has beaten every 
team they have played with 
ease. We will get to watch 
two teams play that are 
virtually equal in every way. 
Alabama was tested the 
second week of the season in 
State College, Penn., when 
they faced home team Penn 
State. The Tide was leading 
17-3 at halftime and went 
on to win 27-11. The next 
seven games Alabama has 
played since then have been 
won by no fewer than 24 
points. 
LSU also faced a close 
call early in the season 
when they faced home team 
Miss. State. Lucky for the 
Tigers, the Bulldogs never 
got their offense started and 
LSU squeaked out a 19-6 
victory. The Tigers have won 
every game since then by at 
least 25 points. Like I said, 
these teams are freakishly 
similar. 
Tomorrow's matchup is 
only the 11th time since 1950 
that two top-ranked teams 
have played in a November 
or D ecember regular season 
game. It's the first time 
that two SEC teams have 
played before the conference 
championship game ranked 
No. 1 and No. 2 in the 
nation. The winner of this 
matchup has played for the 
SEC championship four of 
the past six years. Alabama 
coach Nick Saban previously 
coached at LSU. No, it's not 
a regular game at all. 
It's THE game. 
When the schedules were 
being tweaked for this season, 
it had to have been known 
that this game would be 
huge. How else could it be 
explained that both teams 
were off last weekend? Both 
teams are rested and the 
bruises are healed. Except 
for the fact that the game 
will be played at Alabama's 
home field, the playing field 
is even. LSU was last year's 
winner by a score of 24-21. 
These teams bring the two 
top defenses in the nation 
with neither allowing more 
than 77 rushing yards per 
game. Alabama running 
back Trent Richardson 
is the clear "alpha dog" 
for tomorrow's game. The 
Heisman hopeful is not 
likely to produce a whopping 
183-yard performance as he 
did against Ole Miss. 
This game will more 
likely be won by one pass, 
one score or one turnover. 
As far as the quarterbacks 
go, big- game experience 
is what puts them apart. 
Alabama's AJ McCarron has 
made some key completions 
- SEE BAMA/LSU PG. 28 
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Harding athletes juggle 
practices, club week 
by ASHEL PARSONS 
student writer 
whole freshman year, so I would recom-
mend it to any athlete that is considering 
joining a club," Johnson said. 
Playing a college sport takes a lot of 
time and dedication. Athletes' days are 
filled with classes, homework, practices 
and games. It is not always easy to bal-
ance sports and school. But for some 
athletes, joining a social club was also 
on their agenda. 
Johnson's teammate, junior point 
guard Weston Jameson felt the same way. 
Jameson said that although it was tough 
at first, he thinks that it will be worth it. 
"Visitation week was pretty hectic 
because so much was going on but other 
than that it has not been that bad," Jame-
son said. "I spend a lot of time with the 
basketball team, and I wanted a chance 
to meet people from all different walks 
oflife. You really have to prioritize your 
time, but I think it will be worth it." 
Freshman volleyball player Kalyn 
Helton said she wanted to join Pi Theta 
Phi so that she could meet more people 
and form new friendships. She said that 
it has been hard to attend mixers and do 
visitation because of practices and games. 
The process was stressful for her but she 
kept a good attitude. 
One athlete did not come into the 
semester planning on joining a club, but 
ended up changing his mind. Gehrig 
Haberstock, freshman soccer player, said 
he was not going to join Beta Omega 
Chi until a friend took him to a mixer. 
"Being an athlete and joining a club is 
a lot to take on with classes as well, but 
~hen volleyball is over hopefully I will 
get to attend some of their events and 
meet more people," Helton said. 
"I liked everyone I met, so I figured 
I'd give it a try," Haberstock said. 
For Haberstock, it has not been as 
stressful. H e said he could not always 
make it to mixers and he would just visit 
the guys before and after practice. He said 
he is excited about this opportunity to be 
in BOX with some great Christian guys. 
Sophomore basketball player Hayden 
Johnson said he wanted to join TNT 
so that he could meet others outside of 
athletics. H e also wanted to get involved 
in different campus activities. Trying 
to do it all has been overwhelming at 
times for Johnson, but he said that it is 
definitely worth it. 
Joining a club is not the easiest thing 
to do. Mixers, visitation and club week are 
all things that can be stressful, especially 
for athletes, but once on the other side of 
the whole process, it is worth it. 
"I have met more people this semester 
through the social clubs than I did my 
~ 
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Freshman James Vandivier looks on as the St. Louis Cardinals defeated 
the Texas Rangers in Game 7 of the World Series. 
The eyes of Texas cry upon you 
The 2011 World Series comes to a close in stunning fashion 
by MARSHALL winning streak. the feel-good story of this 
HUGHES The Rangers were one year's series. He grew up in 
sports editor 
The "Fall Classic" lived 
up to the drama as t he 
St. Louis Cardinals beat 
the Texas Rangers 6-2 in 
Game 7 to win the 2011 
World Series. While all of 
the games were good ones, 
there is one that will stand 
out as the defining moment 
in the series. 
Game 6. Baseball fans 
everywhere will be talking 
about Game 6 for a long 
time to come. Pushed to 
the brink, the Cardinals 
kept saving themselves 
from elimination. Texas had 
the lead five times and was 
twice within one strike of 
victory. The Rangers were 
already peeking inside the 
champagne cases stacked 
in their locker room. But 
the Cards would simply not 
give up and won that pivotal 
game 10-9 in 11 innings. 
The Cardinals owned 
the momentum going into 
the deciding Game 7. After 
winning Game 6 in dramatic 
fashion, Game 7 seemed like 
only an afterthought. 
St. Louis outscored 
Texas 38-30 runs to win the 
series. This is the Cardinal's 
11th World Series title with 
only the New York Yankees 
having won more titles with 
27. Teams winning Game 1 
at home have an 11-series 
game and one strike away St. Louis and dreamed of 
from celebrating their first playing in the World Series 
World Series title in the for the Cardinals. He got off 
franchise's 51-year history. The track and was arrested twice 
American League champions for drunk driving. Freese 
are the first team to lose two took the party lifestyle out of 
straight series since Atlanta his life and found a healthy 
in 1991 and 1992. routine that worked. He hit 
The Rangers a triple in the ninth inning 
of Game 6 tying the score 
and a walk-off home run in 
the 11th inning. Freese was 
given a key to the city. 
were one game 
and one strike 
away from 
celebrating 
their first World 
Series title in 
the franchise's 
51-year history 
Because of a Game 6 
rainout, St. Louis pitcher 
Chris Carpenter had an extra 
day of rest and was ready 
to start Game 7. He threw 
seven good innings and the 
winning pitcher was 4--0 in 
the postseason. 
Albert Pujols has led the 
Cardinals twice in five years 
to the World Series. The 
three-time MVP slugged three 
home runs in Game 3 putting 
on the greatest hitting show 
in postseason history. He is 
now a free agent and with 
his phone constantly ringing, 
the Cardinals will have to dig 
deep in their pocket book to 
keep him on board. 
MVP David Freese is 
Outfielder Lance Berk-
man played for the Houston 
Astros fium 1999 to 2010. The 
Astros and C ardinals are 
division rivals, and Berkman 
did not like the Cardinals at 
all and ref erred to them as 
irritating. He was playing 
for the Astros when they 
were swept by the Chicago 
White Sox in the 2005 
World Series. Berkman was 
named this year's National 
League Comeback Player of 
the Year. He hit a two~out, 
two-strike double in the 
ninth inning of Game 6 to 
tie and go into extra innings. 
And then you have Ranger 
Derek Holland's spectacular 
pitching performance in Game 
4. The fuzzy upper-lipped 
carefree "kid" brought fun 
and joy to the game. 
The 2011 World Series is 
over and we can only hope 
that next year's "Fall Classic" 
lives up to the expectations 
that will be remembered 
from this year. 
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Freshman Bison baseball player Josh Spears 
drops back for a pass on Nov. 1 at the Gamma 
Sigma Phi vs. TNT club week game. 
College Football:The 
quest for recognition 
Will superconferences change the BCS? 
Brian Petree 
When people today think 
about dominant football and 
powerhouse traditions, recent 
memory leads us to the SEC, 
the Southeastern Conference. 
With the last five national 
champions coming from the 
SEC, storied traditions like 
Alabama, Tennessee and 
Georgia, and recent success 
from Arkansas, LSU, Florida, 
South Carolina and Auburn, 
it's hard not to think of the 
SEC. But Arkansas fans will 
remember when the SEC 
was just another conference. 
The way the SEC is 
viewed right now is eerily 
similar to what the Southwest 
Conference was back in the 
'60s, '70s and '80s . With 
big-time programs such 
as Oklahoma, Texas, Texas 
A&M, Oklahoma A&M 
(now Oklahoma State), Texas 
Tech, Arkansas, TCU, and 
SMU, the SWC was the 
conference everyone was 
talking about. 
The Oklahoma schools 
bolted for the Missouri 
Valley Conference before 
any of us were born, but 
the conference dissolved 
in 1996. Arkansas left in 
1991 when they and South 
Carolina joined the SEC 
during a major conference 
realignment. 
In between the headlines of 
a No. l versus No. 2 matchup 
between LSU and Alabama, 
there are more rumors of 
West Virginia bolting the 
Big East for the Big 12. 
We again find ourselves in 
conference realignment mode. 
The Big 10, Big 12, Big East, 
PAC-12,ACC and SEC all 
either have had or will have 
major changes coming. For 
those of you counting, that 
is all six BCS conferences. 
A major part of getting 
into the BCS Bowl games 
is getting automatic bids 
for winning the teams'BCS 
conference. Teams in BCS 
conferences are awarded more 
Everyone 
is equal 
now in the 
eyes of the 
computers. 
BCS points for playing in a 
tougher conference. 
Several teams have 
had success from outside 
those conferences as well. 
We all remember Utah's 
incredible win over Nick 
Saban's Crimson Tide in 
2009. Remember when Colt 
Brennan broke a gazillion 
records as he led The 
Hawaii Rainbow Warriors 
to the Sugar Bowl against 
Georgia? What about TCU 
and their back-to-back BCS 
bowl appearances, beating 
Wisconsin last year in the 
Rose Bowl? And who could 
forget Boise State's Statue of 
Liberty for the win against 
Oklahoma? 
Now with conference 
realignment going on, with 
the exception of Hawaii 
which has pretty much fallen 
off the football map, these 
small schools with big success 
have either joined or are in 
rumor mills about joining 
BCS conferences. They won't 
be BCS Busters anymore. 
No more real underdog 
story. No more scratching 
and crawling, hoping some 
team loses and drops in the 
rankings. No more "upsets." 
With these teams now 
being just like everyone else, 
what does that mean for the 
BCS? You know, that dreaded 
system everyone hates, but 
can't seem to correct. Yeah, 
it will be around for a little 
while longer. Everyone is 
equal now in the eyes of 
the computers. 
Maybe it will take some 
small school like Eastern 
Washington, copying Boise's 
idea of "Smurf Turf" with 
their own red "Fire Fur" to 
rise and shake things up 
again. When it does, don't 
panic. We'll just see more 
conference realignment. This 
is just a trend that happens. 
Look forward to more Sunday 
night BCS unveilings. The 
BCS is here to stay. 
2b Friday, November 4, 20 I I SPORTS The Bison 
Tigers hang on to defeat Bi~ons in thriller 
Continued from 2a 
in games that were close in 
the first half. He has yet to 
b e tested in a close game 
situation toward the end of 
games. LSU'sJarrettLee and 
Jordan Jefferson have more 
primetime experience. They 
have both come up with some 
big plays in past seasons. The 
LSU defensive line will put 
the heat on McCarron and 
he will be tested in dealing 
with the pressure. We'll just 
have to wait and see how 
well he will handle it. 
· The Alabama defense 
~as proven itself this year. 
And although they are 
talented and fundamentally 
sound, they haven't faced 
Les Miles. What happens 
when the "mad hatter" digs 
into his unsual bag of tricks 
like he did last year, calling 
the famous fourth-and-one 
reverse that helped LSU to 
victory? The Tide defense 
must be ready for a whole 
lot of the unexpected. 
by ALEXIS HOSTICKA 
features editor 
Despite breaking records and rushing yards, 
the Bisons fell to the Ouachita Baptist Tigers 
31-27 in the Homecoming game on Saturday, 
making a conference win impossible for Harding. 
The game was tied 10-10 at halftime, and by 
the end of the third quarter the Bisons had taken 
a 20-17 lead. The fourth quarter put the Tigers 
in the lead 24-20 but only for a few minutes. 
Freshman Donatella Luckett returned a 
kickoff 88 yards for a touchdown, his second 
kickoff return for a touchdown of the season. 
Luckett is the first player in Harding history to 
return more than one kickoff for a touchdown 
in his career. 
He was named the GAC Special Teams Player 
of the Week for the second time this year, the 
first coming from his other kickoff return in the 
Northeastern State game. 
Despite Luckett's kickoff return, the Bisons 
fell 31-27. 
"f Joo't fr~l Ub tbm: w:u myd:U:og m ft.M'" 
&u1.v ~ far » u~ w~ni; dt-t gAm:-.,. K~hm 
MMti~jwtWi· ~.ut«blek, f.ii<i. "lt \<!<;.&,~ t z;ru:ne 
dttt wru.i#W. of two rt.dty ~ ttun.$ .wd mie 
m tJ.( 1w1 w ~. Uttfortumtdy !fw·w,;t,S Uf. ·n~ 
~001 Untt i~~ tmt t~ ~ dM: p1~r~ wh('n. 
~ fimWd ft)~~ atu1 "'"~ didn't."' 
~ roonitig~Lk G1tU.~$ m2.df h~ fur 
§:hmm p. Situtcby. Cdb Jud 102 yard.+ oo 
dte ~t.nUlt>g bitti M1y tJig f""rth H.mllng 
~fl'i:Vttw mih fur~ 2~000 y;mli in .;1 WttL 
Jwiior Un.el>Kktt Aaf(jrt Cilfa:.pi~ ~.aid he 
think; ditf I.ht lffltt Im WMt wedsn"m:• but 
m<erati pit!~ a good g1tt0t. 
"'On def~ w: Mt: ill thie dght vtsce ... Gil-
1ll~h! ~lid. "We jutt h:n·~ to cxcxutc the plan 
llM txkti: ~ct:." 
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Gelles became just the fourth Harding player ever with 2,000 career rushing yards. 
Gl.Ua~c Km~ the John Prock MO!ft Vaiu~ 
@le Pnycr Award after leading the Biwns In 
thr: ffomecom.iog game with 13 tackles. 
"'j w;as re.ill)' oSu.rpri$,t'd. I didn't eve:u know 
about rhe award," GiUa~ie ~aid. "1 was happy 
t<' g,~ tt, but it would b:.ive been much better if 
it went with a Harding victory ... 
The team has two more GAC games before 
the end of the season versus East Central Uni-
versity and Southern Oklahoma State University. 
""The g'llmc plan for the rest of the season is 
tu finish !!h:ong," Martin said. "\Ve will honor 
God by using the gifts he h:U given us and giv(! 
100 percent at it." 
Seniur moning back Jeremy Holt agreed with 
Gillaspie and added bis own input. 
"I think we've worked hard, but !IOmetimes we 
need to exec.ure better :is a tean4" Holt said. •To 
h.~ it J think we need to continue to work hard 
at practice and focui; on the basic fundanlentals 
to do the li111e things right." 
The Bison$ arc now 2-2 in the conf erenee and 
ranked fifth. Hru-ding·s ucxt g.une i.s aguini.'t East 
Ceotral, which is rnnkcd third in the conference. 
' lhe Bisons' final game is against Southeastern 
O kla11oma state, which is ranked ninth. 
What could better illustrate 
the magnitude and hype of 
tomorrow's game than the 
media coverage? Crimson 
Tide officials anticipate 
approving approximately 
600 media credentials for 
Saturday's game. The press 
box at Bryant-Denny Stadium 
seats about 150 members of 
the media. Good luck with 
that. T icket prices for the 
game are as much as $5 ,000 
and celebrity ticket requests 
are out of control. Some 
people are saying that the 
road to this year's national 
championship goes through 
Tuscaloosa. Can't say I 
disagree with that. Some 
are even saying that if the 
game is a close one, there 
could be a rematch in the 
BCS game. 
Lady Bison volleyball loses a heartbreaker to Tech 
We all know about the 
quarterback on the West 
Coast in Palo A l to who 
won't let anything get in 
his way. Likewise for that 
guy in Boise. And there's a 
team in Stillwater, Okla., 
that continues to score 
50 points a game like it's 
a walk in the park. The 
SEC champ down the road 
will likely be favored over 
any of them, regardless of 
how Saturday's game plays 
out. But a fourth-quarter 
comeback or a last-second 
touchdown may say more 
about the winner than its 
previous eight blowouts. 
I'm taking LSU. 
Why? Because Tyrann 
M athieu scares me. 
MARSHALL HUGHES 
by MARSHALL 
HUGHES 
sports editor 
Harding's Lady Bison 
volleyball t ea m l os t a 
disappointing 3-2 match 
against Arkansas Tech last 
Thursday night before an 
energetic crowd of over 
1,000 at Rhodes Field 
House. Harding's record is 
21- 7 overall and 11- 3 in the 
Great American Conference 
at second place. 
The Arkansas Tec h 
Golden Suns came into the 
match ranked first in the 
GAC with an overall record 
of 30-3 and a conference 
record of 14--0. They are also 
ranked eigth in the NCAA 
Division II South Regional 
Volleyball rankings. 
The opening set saw 10 
ties and four lead chang-
es. The Lady Bisons scored 
5 unanswered points to put 
the game away 25- 20. 
is the sports editor for 
the 2011-2012 Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
jhughes3@harding.edu. 
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Sophomore defensive specialist Weslynn 
Williams (4) led the Lady Bisons with 21 digs. 
The Golden Suns had 
an 18- 17 lead in the second 
set. Harding scored the next 
7of11 points and won the 
thriller 25- 22 and took a 
, 
Our Athletes' View 
on Pop Culture 
ligers or lide 
Something shorter than 
Kim Kardashians 
marriage 
Brian Maupins 
(Football) 
Tigers 
(helps the Hogs) 
Pa/enske 
KatyPreaus 
(Basketball) 
liitn-~ 
BOOMER 
SOONER 
. 
A midget 
Tigers 
ReedTeel's 
anns 
2- 0 match lead. 
The Lady Bisons made 
some errors in the third set 
and Tech stormed to an 11 
- 7 lead. Harding came back 
and tied the set at 13. The 
back-and-forth set was tied 
at 17, 18, 19 and 20 before 
the Golden Suns took the 
22-20 lead. 
Har ding c am e bac k 
and tied the match at 22, 
but Tech scored the next 
three points and won the 
set 25- 23. 
Arkansas Tech seized the 
momentum in the fourth 
set with a 7- 0 run and 
remained in total control 
of their 25- 14 win. 
In the tiebreaker fifth 
set, Harding took an early 
5- 4 lead. In another back 
and forth set Harding and 
Tech were tied at 14. The 
Golden Suns won the next 2 
points winning the deciding 
set, 16- 14. 
"We worked really hard 
and fought hard," senior 
Jordan Smith said. "It was 
an emotional game because 
we know we can beat them." 
The Lady Bisons had 
many bright spots in the 
Roi/ Tide 
The boys' 
running shorts 
Who is Herman Cain? Supe_rrnans Daddy (Dean Cain) 
inventor of the 
walking cane I have no idea 
The lead GOP 
candidate for President 
Harding's next president 
Albert Pujols will be 
on the next 
season. 
Klay Bartee 
Arkansas Travelers 
·( 
Tim Kirby Katie Vick 
Tulsa Drillers Cubs 
Steve Guyman 
ldonf watch 
baseball ... 
big game for conference 
standing. Sophomore outside 
hitter Mollie Arnold ended 
the match with 17 kills and 
18 digs. Freshman outside 
hitter Kalyn Helton had 14 
ki.Us and sophomore middle 
blocker Alyssa Short had 
10 kills . H arding had an 
impressive 89 digs in the 
match led by sophomore 
defensive specialist Weslynn 
Williams with 21. The Lady 
Bisons led at the net with 
seven blocks. 
'We were evenly matched 
with Arkansas Tech," senior 
Alex Smith said. "We lost 
b ecause w e m ade mis-
takes. We will play them 
again. It's something that 
we have to take care of in 
conference play." 
Harding swept (3-0) 
a non- conference match 
against Christian Brothers 
in Memphis and resumed 
conference play against 
Southwest Oklahoma State 
Nov. 3 at the Rhodes Field 
House. 
"We are playing for second 
place in conference," Jordan 
Smith said. "We just need 
to hold it. W e can get it." 
Dre Whittle 
(Football) 
Tigers 
of course ... 
The trick-or-treat 
line to Casey 
Anthony's house 
The wrestler 
that always 
loses to The 
Undertaker 
Dr. Ganus Jr, 
aka TheMan 
Cardinals, 
of course 
.. 
The Bison FEATURES Friday, November 4, 20 I I 3b 
Zeta Rho alumnae reminisce over club history 
by GINA CIELO 
web editor 
Generations of Zeta 
Rho women came together 
to celebrate the club's 50th 
anniversary during Harding's 
Homecoming weekend. 
President senior Caroline 
Snell has been organizing 
this event for the past couple 
months, working closely 
with the alumni office and 
vice presidents of Zeta Rho 
seniors Kimberly Savage and 
Heidi Tabor. Together, the 
girls chose the theme "A 
Heritage of Godly Women." 
sponsor Terri Rine. 
At the event, old members 
were given the opportunity 
to write encouraging notes 
to the new members to 
read during club we ek, 
pictures were taken of the 
various induction classes 
and everyone circled up to 
sing the club songs. 
Zeta Rho sponsor Jeanne 
Burks found the singing to 
be her favorite part, encour-
aged by all the different age 
groups united under the 
club song, "Let the Beauty 
of]esus Be Seen in Me." 
There is no denying that 
even though the women did 
not know each other, there 
was a special bond among 
them, Snell said. 
"This theme was chosen 
and is really appropriate 
because we believe that it 
is important to recognize 
those godly women who 
came before us, influenced 
us and paved the way for 
us to have a strong, unified 
and godly club," Snell said. 
The alumni office had a 
list of about 1,000 previous 
Zeta Rho members and 
invitations were sent out to 
each and every one of them. 
"Seeing those olde r 
women and their excitement 
and how their relationships 
have endured through the 
years gave me a renewed 
appreciation for my club," 
Snell said. "It also gave me 
something to look forward 
to in the future." 
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Juniors (from left) Mary Elizabeth Strange, Maggie Rothe and Evan Perry look at club paraphernalia 
and talk to Zeta Rho alumnae at the 50th anniversary reunion in Cone Chapel. 
More than 150 past 
members showed up to the 
event, making for a very 
crowded and fun atmosphere, 
acc ording t o Z et a Rho 
For Tabor, it was the sense 
oflegacy that left her feeling 
a sense of appreciation. 
"It was really neat to 
see the different traditions 
represented by all the d if-
ferent classes and talking 
to the older members to 
see what stuck around and 
what had faded out,"Tabor 
said. "They were thanking 
us for keeping the club alive 
and we were thanking them 
for starting it." 
Throughout the years the 
club has faced changes in 
traditions, but the ladies were 
still able to share a sense of 
Following G~d's calling to help 
Freshman contributes to community, invites others to make a difference 
by ALEXIS HOSTICKA 
features editor 
Freshman Angela Rogers has always 
felt a calling from God to help those 
around her, so when opportunities arose, 
she did just that. 
This fall, sh e worked to make 
hundreds of cards for hospital patients 
around Arkansas, finishing her project 
with about 700 cards. Her inspiration 
came fro m a friend back home who 
survived cancer. 
"My friend, named Andrew, had 
stage four cancer and I kept making 
cards for him and he had a miraculous 
recovery," Rogers said. "Andrew's mom 
had even given up; she was planning his 
funeral. But I knew that he just needed 
the encouragement to keep going." 
Andrew is now out of the hospital 
and planning his wedding. His recovery 
is part of what motivated Rogers to 
make cards. 
"If what I did for him helped An-
drew that much, then I thought, 'Well, 
what could these cards do for other 
people?"' Rogers said. "They just provide 
encouragement, which is sometimes all 
someone in the hospital needs." 
Rogers spent a few weeks making 
these cards, and besides investing her 
time into the project, she also invested 
money into the supplies. Her friends 
helped make the cards and she was 
able to get more volunteers through 
chapel announcements and posts on 
the H arding Facebook page. 
H er friend freshman Kurtis G rant 
contributed to the project. 
"I had an 1\mazing rime doing chis 
and felt encouraged by the group," G r;m r 
said. "Even though we w re making 
the cnrds for the sick, the sick were 
ministering to us by teaching us how 
to make people feel like they mattered." 
111e students sent the finished cnrds 
to three hospitals in the mil: the White 
County Medical Center, the Arkansas 
Heart Hospital and the Arknnsas Chil-
drtn's Hospital. 
According to Rogers, rul three loca-
tions had positive responses to the cards 
iind appreciated the students' time and 
effOrt. Rogers sl\id they were not 1111.owed 
to put anything about Christinnity in 
the cards because of hospital policies 
and also could not write anything abour 
Student businesses 
bring in extra cash 
by SAVANNAH LEE 
photographer 
Several students at Hard-
ing U niversity have found 
some creative ways to come 
up with a little extra spend-
ing money. 
A few such students are 
freshman Carlos Romero, 
senior Katie M cKune and 
freshman H ayley W allis. 
These students have started, 
or are in the process of start-
ing, their own small dorm 
room businesses. 
While Romero is buying 
and selling, McKune and 
Wallis are creating and selling. 
M cKune designs and makes 
dresses, skirts and bags. She 
got the idea last spring by 
simply spending time with 
her sister-in-law sewing. 
After she had made a few 
things her friends began to 
ask if she could make things 
for them as well and they 
offered to pay. This gave her 
the idea to start her own 
business of selling the items 
she made. Currently she is 
in the process of filing for a 
business license and sales tax 
ID and gathering inventory. 
"getting wcll"because they did not know 
if the patients would 11ctually recover. 
"The hospitals called and thanked 
me," Rogers said. "1he patients loved 
it and some of the cards just had 
funny things or jokes inside, so it just 
brightened their days." 
Right after Thanksgiving break, 
Rogers plans to start u new round of 
cnrcls fur Christmas. Srudents interested 
in helping w1th those cards can start 
conractiniz Rogers now ~o she knows 
how ma11y people to expert and the 
amount of supplies she will need. 
''People should help make cards be-
cause not only are they hclpin~ other~, 
l nmll y believe it can save a life, ' Rogers 
snid. "Just knowing someone out there 
cares about them and it gives them 
motivation to keep going." 
liowevcr, whether students make 
cards or find other ways co make a 
positive impact, she encourages them 
to help in some way. 
ul think if [students] feel G(ld iii 
nudging them to do somerhing, they 
should just do it;' Rogers said. "Listen 
to your heart, and God will help you 
do the rcH." 
T heir businesses range 
from Romero, who buys and 
resells a variety of items on-
line, to M cKune and Wallis, 
who have taken something 
they love to do and turned 
it for a profit. 
Romero started buying and 
selling items with a couple 
of his friends back home in 
Costa Rica in M ay 2010. He 
mainly markets to people in 
Costa Rica and helps others 
figure out online shopping 
since it is not as common 
in Costa Rica as it is in the 
U.S. H e said he plans for his 
business to continue once he 
gets back home. 
M cKune said she intends 
to use the website Etsy to 
sell her products once she 
gets her business license. 
Wallis takes a sweeter route 
and bakes and sells cupcakes 
through her business, Sweetly 
Sprinkled. 
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Senior Katie McKune works on a project that 
she plans to sell on the website Etsy. 
"I want to make it grow 
and I want the business to 
develop while I'm here, and 
wh en I get back to Costa 
Rica I want to have a physical 
store for it," Romero said. 
She has been very creative 
with the cupcakes from her 
most popular rainbow cup-
cake to her personal favorite, 
strawberry lemonade cupcake. 
Wallis said she has always 
been in the kitchen with her 
mom making dessert while 
her mom made dinner. 
"I've always loved being 
in wit h the sweet stuff," 
W allis said. 
She has recently started 
watc hing shows such as 
) 
"Cupcake Wars" and said 
that those inspired her. 
"I started making cup-
cakes and the more I did it, 
the more I loved it," Wallis 
said. "I wanted to use my 
creativity in cupcakes." 
Wallis has made a Sweetly 
Sprinkled Facebook page so 
people can join and pick what 
cupcakes they would like to 
order. She posts pictures of 
the various cupcakes she has 
made. Wallis said she has a 
book at home with ideas she 
has not been able to try yet. 
She said she had always 
enjoyed little things but 
did not see h erself being 
successful in them until she 
started making cupcakes. 
Wallis said she would like 
to start a bakery someday. 
These students are just 
a few examples of entrepe-
neurs who are proving that 
it is possible for students to 
take an idea and turn it into 
a business while still hitting 
the books. 
unity at the reunion. 
"G et ting to hear their 
stories of club week and 
just seeing them in teract 
with one another helped 
me see that even though 
we won't always be together 
physically, we will always be 
bound by this sisterhood 
and it is something that 
we can always hold onto," 
Snell said. 
Adapting a diet 
to fit Harding 
by AERIAL 
WHITING 
copy editor 
While many students 
pile into the cafeteria each 
day to gorge on pizza or 
spaghetti or cake, others 
must forgo these lines in 
favor of wheat-less options. 
At the grocery store they 
scan food labels for words 
like wheat , barley, oats, 
natural flavor and modified 
food starch. These students, 
like about 18 million people 
in the U.S., are sensitive to 
the protein found in wheat, 
called gluten. 
To accommodate th e 
dietary needs of students 
with gluten intolerance, 
also known as celiac disease, 
the H arding cafeteria offers 
only gluten-free foods in the 
allergy-free line and also 
keeps gluten-free products 
like safe bread and mayon-
naise in the bakery that are 
available upon request. A t 
the salad bar, the attendants 
are careful to change their 
gloves if they handle foods 
that may potentially contain 
gluten so as to avoid cross-
contamination. 
If students have questions 
about what is in their food, 
the cafeteria staff members 
know to get Mike Tucker, 
who works as executive chef 
Tucker said he serves about 
25 students who have gluten 
intolerance, and he works 
directly with students who 
tell him they have special 
dietary needs to ensure that 
the allergy-free line provides 
safe foods for them. 
"I'm available all the 
time with any kind of food 
problem ," T ucker said . 
"Everyone [who works in 
the cafeteria] knows where I 
am; the production office is 
just right by the door. Grab 
me by the sleeve when I 'm 
walking by if you have a 
question." 
Sophomore Mike Bruns 
was diagnosed with celiac 
disease earlier this semester, 
and he said when he found 
out he was gluten intolerant, 
he thought his whole life 
would be different . 
However, the changes 
to his diet have been easier 
to accommodate than he 
expected. 
"I just sat there in bed, 
th inking this is going to 
change everything in my 
life, no going out to eat, all 
thar,"Bruns said. "I thought, 
I'm never going to be able 
to eat anything like quote 
I thought, I'm 
never going to 
be able to eat 
anything like 
quote unquote 
'normal' 
people eat. 
- Mike Bruns, 
sophomore 
unquote 'normal' people eat, 
but through eating in the caf, 
finding stuff at Kroger and 
the Natural Food Store, it's 
second nature now." 
In the cafeteria Bruns 
gets his food from the 
allergy-free line and salad 
bar, and he said his diet 
has become healthier since 
he switched to gluten-free 
eating, with apples, celery, 
c h ick e n and po t atoes 
becoming regular fare. 
H e said he cannot eat in 
the student center, however, 
and that he has been surprised 
by how limited the gluten-
free selection is at Wal-Mart. 
Senior Amanda King, who 
is also gluten intolerant, 
said that Harps has a good 
gluten-free selection. Bruns 
also said that so far he has 
not found any restaurants 
to eat out at yet. 
"It kind of changes date 
nights a lot," Bruns said. 
Bruns said he recommends 
that students with gluten 
intolerance find other friends 
with the same sensitivity; 
he said he has four or five 
friends with celiac disease 
and that he was able to go 
.to them for advice after he 
was diagnosed. 
Gluten intolerance has 
received a lot of attention in 
recent years due to growing 
awareness of the sensitivity, 
and more gluten-free offer-
ings are available than ever. 
Gluten-free bakeries and 
restaurants.with gluten-free 
menu options are popping 
up everywhere. 
Just this past weekend, 
Little Rock's first gluten-
free bakery, the D empsey 
Bakery located at 323 Cross 
Street, Suite B, celebrated 
its grand opening. 
T he D empsey Bakery 
offers gluten -free bread , 
pies, cupcakes, pizza crust, 
and other baked goods. 
The N atural Food Store 
sells some some gluten-
free products and is closer 
to campus, located at 312 
Beebe-Capps Expressway. 
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Spreading the Good News 
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photo by JUSTIN HARRIS I The Bison 
The Good News Singers perform during Homecoming weekend for 
students, Bison Days visitors and alumni Friday, Oct. 28. 
Coldplay ref eases unique tune 
different from prior albums with 'Mylo Xyloto' 
byKAELYN 
TAVERNIT 
student writer 
The day has finally come 
once again for the unforget-
table lyrics, smooth voice and 
brilliant sound. On Oct. 25, 
the British alternative rock 
band Coldplay released its 
fifth album "Mylo Xyloto." 
One of the most influential 
and successful bands of this 
decade, Coldplay has topped 
music charts for years. 
The name "Mylo Xyloto" 
has no particular meaning. 
The band came up with these 
words in order to create a clean 
slate. Pronounced "My-low 
Zy-letoe," the beauty of the 
album name is that it creates 
something from nothing. If 
you ever become as accom-
plished and talented as the 
band Coldplay, crafting new 
words is completely justified. 
The summer release of 
"Every Teardrop is a Waterfall" 
from "Mylo Xylotd' on June 28 
has still sustained Coldplay's 
reputation as one of the world's 
most crowd-pleasing bands of 
our generation. 
The album starts with 
the song "Mylo Xyloto," an 
instrumental song lasting only 
42 seconds that is much like 
"Life in Technicolor,"which is 
also instrumental, from their 
"Viva la Vida" album released 
in 2008. Both songs, "Mylo 
Xyloto" and "Viva la Vida," 
give a great introduction to 
the rest of the album. 
"Mylo Xyloto" transitions 
into "Hurts like Heaven," a 
surprisingly upbeat and fast 
tempo song for Coldplay. These 
two songs were performed on 
the "Late Show with David 
Letterman'' back in September. 
The increasingly popular 
song, "Paradise," is expected to 
soon top the charts. The violin 
instrumental in the beginning 
of"Paradise" sets the stage for 
another one of Coldplay's hits. 
The song that is anticipated 
as another success is "Charlie 
Brown."With no mention of 
the character Charlie Brown in 
the actual song, it still portrays 
that classic Coldplay vibe. 
One ofiT unes' top charting 
singles right now is "Princess 
of China" by Coldplay featur-
ing Rihanna. An unlikely duo, 
they complement each other 
very well. 
The song gives off more of 
a techno vibe than listeners 
are used to. 
"Princess in China'' is the 
only duet collaboration that 
Coldplay has done on an album. 
No one can dismiss the 
fact that Coldplay is and will 
remain to be one of the greatest 
rock bands of all time; "Mylo 
Xyloto" definitely brings dif-
ferent elements to the table 
that fans are not quite used to. 
The Muppets Mission Impossible: 
Release Date: Nov. 23 
Ghost Protocol 
Release Date: Dec. 16 
The Muppets will Ethan Hunt has returned in 
finally return to the the next film in the series, and 
silver screen come this although Tom Cruise is more 
Thanksgiving break. And along in years does, he's still 
to promote their return, the action icon. The trailer has 
the Muppets parodied everything from an exploding 
other trailers (in Muppet Kremlin to high-tech cars to 
style) such as The Girl bungee jumping off the tallest 
with the Dragon Tattoo building in the world. What else 
and The Hangover. did you expect? 
Nicholas Sparks' new love 
story not up to status quo 
Novel tops charts yet lacks strong storyline 
by AERIAL 
WHITING 
copy editor 
Apparently topping The 
New York Times best-seller 
lists is no guarantee of qual-
ity. Nicholas Sparks' "The 
Best of Me," which came 
out Oct. 11, is No. 1 on 
both the hardcover fiction 
list and the combined print 
& e-book fiction list, but 
though beautifully written, 
the tragic romance has a 
thoroughly disappointing 
plot. 
In "The Best of Me," 
former high school sweet-
hearts Dawson and Amanda 
return to their hometown 
of Oriental, N .C., for the 
funeral of their friend Tuck. 
The two have never lost their 
love for each other, and as 
they carry out Tuck's last 
wishes together, they find 
themselves falling for each 
other all over again. 
Sadly, their rekindled 
romance is complicated by 
the fact that Dawson is a 
Cole, a family known for its 
violence and ruthlessness. 
He has broken from the 
family tradition of aggres-
sion and law breaking, but 
his surname haunts him. 
Amanda's parents had 
resisted her relationship 
with Dawson because 
of his family ties, which 
is why he had ended his 
relationship with her in 
the first place. Dawson's 
cousins also hunt him the 
entire time he is in town, 
I pictured curling up on a 
couch and sipping a mocha 
while settling in for a nice 
break from the dense prose 
and poetry I have been study-
ing all semester. However, I 
was in for a rude awakening. 
putting the pair in danger. 
Their romance is even 
further complicated by 
the fact that Amanda is 
married. 
The mother of three, 
Amanda has never loved 
her husband, Frank, to the 
extent she loved Dawson, 
and since Frank has been 
an alcoholic for 10 years, it 
becomes that much easier 
for Amanda to stray from 
her marriage. 
She eventually has an 
affair with D awson and 
even contemplates leaving 
her husband so that she 
can be with her true love. 
Had Amanda not been 
married, I might have en-
joyed "The Best of Me."The 
summary on the inside panel 
of the book conveniently 
failed to mention anything 
about Amanda's husband, 
so I thought the novel 
would be a sweet story of 
two singles who find their 
way back to each other years 
after breaking up. 
When I selected "The 
Best of Me" at the bookstore, 
I pictured curling up on a 
couch and sipping a mocha 
while settling in for a nice 
break from the dense prose 
and poetry I have been 
studying all semester. 
However, I was in for a 
rude awakening. 
From the second chapter 
of the book, I suspected 
that the protagonists were 
heading toward adultery, 
and my suspicions proved 
correct. Couple marital 
unfaithfulness with repeated 
references to drinking and 
vulgar language, and I found 
myself slogging through 
what I had thought would 
be an easy and pleasant read. 
Even if Amanda were not 
married, the novel would 
be forgettable. 
Sparks' language and 
unfolding of the plot are 
just as masterful, but the 
story of two old flames who 
reignite their passion and 
try to figure out whether 
they can have a future 
together seems trite and 
uncompelling. 
In my estimation, "The 
Best of Me" is not the best of 
Sparks. To those who enjoy 
Nicholas Sparks' writing and 
were thinking of buying 
this new release, I would 
instead suggest revisiting 
"A Walk to Remember" 
instead. 
Sudoku 
6 1 
4 3 
3 5 9 7 
5 9 
7 6 5 3 9 
4 
5 2 
1 9 
9 3 7 
Find the answers at thelink.harding.edu 
The Adventures The Lorax 
of Tintin Release Date: 
Release Date: Dec. 23 March 2 
Based on the classic The last time one of 
comic strips from pre- Dr. Seuss' wonderful 
Garfield and Peanuts creations got the 
years, Peter Jackson and animated film 
Steven Spielberg have treatment was with 
created an animated film Horton Hears a Who, 
of a kid reporter searching but now it's the tree-
for lost treasure. It's Peter hugging Lorax's turn 
Jackson, so it's going to for stardom in this 
be good. bright, happy trailer. 
